
I I I t Essentiol PROFILE: I m e rge

I The latest softlvare
updates for the

MS1 and XiVASafe
hard disk storage

system bring many
enhancements to
Imerge's flagship

product

I Features on the lmerge
App for iPhone and

iPod Touch include full
on-screen control of

the Msl's GlJl, gesture
control support and

tull album and movie
artwork support

Essential /nsta// takes an in-depth
look at recent developments and
up-dates from server specialist
rmerge.

A few months into its renewed partnership wth Armour

Home, lmerge has announced a hatful of enhancements tor

its flagship Mediaserver MS1 and XVASafe hard disk storage

system. Availab e to existing MS1 users via on ine updates,

lmerge says this 'Day 3'relmse delvers sgnificanty

enhanced functiona ity, including a contro interface for App e

iPhone/iPod Touch. Designed by experienced coders at

Rowseven, (wlwv.rowseven.com), the App s available from

AoolFs Apo Siore at fl/ og Fealu Fs delve ed by -Ha App

include fulon screen controlofthe lvlsl's GUl, gesturc

controlsuppod ofthe onscreen GUl, fullabum and move

artwork support, now p aying screen in ti i view drill down

opl ons for more control and nfo functions and a useful eft

handed mode.

Also new for the MS'l and XiVASafe hard d sk system is
'Dlgital Safe' data backup. With RAID 6 redundancy and

enterpr se grade rel abi ih/ and robustness, lrnerge says

nothlng comes c ose to XVASafe when it comes to ensur ng

provide a h gher level of security than is avaiiable on domestic

PCs or back-up drives. To make this happen, a smart
partiuon is created on the XVASafe storage components,

enabing a simple'nehvork share'that rs accessib e to

everyone on the home neh^/ork. The new software package

also de ivers fu | parental control €stricting access to material

in every zone required. lmerge aso says unprecedented

metadata edit ng tools for the HD GUI are now ava lable. All

aspects relat ng to each piece of media - track detais, movie

cred ts, plot synopses, can be edited or rep aced. In addit on,

lhe impod folder alows for cover art to be up oaded, so

movie buffs can crcate their own cover art. merge has also

recenUy added a partnership with GD3 Data, in addltion to its

ongo ng re ationship with the Gracenote and AMG

databases, to increase its abi iry to deliver tr p e- ayer cover

ad and meladata.

MUSIC DOWNLOAD

On top of al ofthis Chaiie Mertz, busrness development

manager for lmerge, ia k ng exc us vely to F/, revea ed that

next year wil aso see a big leap in on-line mus c capabiib/

for the l\,4S1. The dea that lmerge has with TDigital (which

also supplies music to Blackberry and Spotiry and has just

sold half its sharcs to HM\4 will provlde users with eight
million tracks to download lrorn a brand new 3D Xva

branded GUl. TDigtal keeps a 'slry locker' of eveMhing
purchased so users have a back up. Tracks are downloaded

at 320kbps (higher than ilunes) and the system will also be

ab. to suggpst s.miar I a.kvarsls -o r,sFrs.

So loads of progress is coming liom merge, but what

about Blu-ray/HD? Wel, from Decembe[ va a downloadable

software update, the unt will also support natve 1080p,

which means t is possible to store and playback Blu-ray

discs at tull definition, n additon to up sampling fom DVD.
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lmerge's internalddve remains a DVD-ROM, so instead of using the

integral drive to do the dpping, installers need to use a PC that's

equipped with a Blu ray drive and then transfer to the lmeEe system.

However; lmerge feels the future of HD lies elsewhere. Agan speakjng

exclusively to E/, Camercn Wade, CEO of lrnerge, says: "There s a very

c ear future for imerge with HD fonnats, and online is the future. Of

co-rse. t! d mailer ot rinF a^o ioloul of l^ig^er capaLily bar dwiolhs.

but the futurc is closer than you think.

"That said, we are not gnorng the Blu ray take up; in fact, we are

embracing it. Thanks to the architecture of the lmerge Mediaserver

MSI and XiVASafe storage components, najor updates are possible to

our system, and natve HD playback is the next update on the list.

Cameron adds: "The MS1 and XVASafe are more than capable of

deaing wilh the high bt rates and delvering the desired experience, but

B u-ray content is much larger in size than most are used to, and t wil

surprise many to earn lhat 1TB of had dlsk space wil archve an

average of 25 mov es onlyl"

Cameion concludesr "The so-caled B u ray standard is constantly

changing, differing codecs for differcnt studios an example, utimately

-causing confusion. We're constanty pushing for the greatest customer

experience, and as I mentolLed, our download strategy is sound; but for

those that want Blu-ray on their MS'l system, we're happy to

accommodate. "

Summ ng up the company's feeLings on the Day 3 updates, Char ie

Mertz says: "Launched in its initial speciflcation a year ago, the

Mediaseryer l\ls1 is designed from the ground up to be the most

advanced home entertainment server on the p anet. The facilib/ for end

users to upgrade their system as new technologies emerge is a crit cal

pan of its arch tecture, and down oadable software updates enallle us

to keep the MS1 at the p nnacLe of this highly competitve, high tech

proouo seqor
'The'lmerge Experience' s alabout unparale ed pedomance,

functional ty and simplicity, and as our flagship server component, the

MS1 is the ultimate embod ment of our core values a 'statement

product' in the truest sense of the term. Thanks to these atest updates

and the perpetLral excelence of our R&D team, the MS1 continues to

deliver an ncomparable home entertanment experience."

PLUG AND PLAY

Whilst lmerge has c eary been look ng to the tuture with its flagshlp

system, it has also glven thought to a different part of the maket and

introduced the XVA mus cn8. The product is described as a powedul,

affordable 'rip, store and stream' hard-d sk server component with 'p ug

and play' simp iciry Aimed squarely at those customers who want a

very smple approach in tenns of music storage and streaming, the

prod-ct is designed to pd4r er syslems suc^ as So_os, Logllecl^

Squeezebox and Unn DS. Essentialy it is a hard-disk storage device

that aLnomatically ips CDs (wthout the ald of a PC), stores the resulting

audio data and communicates over a home neh^/oft Wth p ayback

devices to create an easy to use d gital jukebox.

The musicmS has a terabyte of storage on board and can store

audio n a variety of fle types, nc ud ng uncompressed WAV FLAC and

MPs, photos and video content are also catered for Other features

include the ability to stream to a Nintendo Wii, Xbox or PS3 and users

can also get to the iles stored on the system flom an)$/here there is

nternet access. The unit is compatible with Apple Mac OS; Windows

Vista and XP; Linux and is DLNA Comp iant. lmerge says the three key

elements in the product are simpllcity, affordabiibl performance and

wh le the company admits t is not the frst to market wth this type of

concept, it believes ii is the most compete neh^/orked'plug and play'

solution yet devlsed.

More information: lmerge +44 (0)1954 783 600
www.imerge.co.uk
Armour Home +44 (0)1279 501 111 (distributor MSI
and XiVASafe hard disk storage system); Computers
Unlimited +44 (0)208 3585 858 (distributor for X|VA
musicmS)
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I lmerge says unprecedented metadata editing tools to
its HD GUI are now available

I The musicmS is lmerge's take on the 'plug and play' storage
and stream market
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